We describe a new species of Chironius Fitzinger, 1826 from the highlands of Chapada Diamantina, state of Bahia, Brazil. The new species is distinguished from all currently recognized congeners by a unique combination of states of characters on coloration, scale counts, scale ornamentation, and hemipenis. The new species closely resembles Chironius flavolineatus (Jan, 1863) in color pattern, but differs from the later taxon by the presence of two to four posterior temporal scales; cloacal shield entire; six to ten rows of keeled dorsal scales at midbody; ventral scales with posterior dark edges forming conspicuous transverse bars along almost the entire venter; conspicuous dark longitudinal stripes (in "zigzag") in the midventral portion of subcaudals; region of medial constriction of hemipenis slightly covered with spinules separating calyces of apex from spines below region of constriction; and sulcus spermaticus situated on convex face of hemipenis in lateral view. The new species is apparently restricted to Chapada Diamantina, corroborating the biological importance of this region from a conservational perspective.
Introduction
The genus Chironius Fitzinger, 1826 comprises a monophyletic assemblage of the family Colubridae, morphologically defined as the only neotropical snakes having 10 or 12 dorsal scale rows at midbody (Dixon et al. 1993; Hollis 2006; Kok 2010; Klaczko et al. 2010) . As presently recognized the genus includes 20 species (Hollis 2006; Kok 2010; Klaczko et al. 2010; Hamdan et al. 2014; Wallach et al. 2014 ) of diurnal snakes widely distributed from Honduras (Central America) south to Uruguay and northeastern Argentina (Bailey 1955; Dixon et al. 1993; Klaczko et al. 2014) .
Discussion
Chironius diamantina is apparently restricted to the Chapada Diamantina, state of Bahia, Brazil. This region represents the northern portion of Serra do Espinhaço and is considered a hotspot due to the high biological diversity (Silva et al. 2003) . Furthermore, besides unique geomorphologic formation, Chapada Diamantina is inserted in the morphoclimatic domain of semiarid Caatinga, although different types of vegetation-Campos Rupestres, Cerrado, deciduous, semideciduous, and ombrophilous forests-are present (Giulietti et al. 1997) . This geomorphologic formation harbors some typical taxa of high elevations and has a high degree of endemism in both fauna (e.g. Heyer 1999; Napoli & Juncá 2006; Rodrigues et al. 2006; Rodrigues et al. 2009; Napoli et al. 2011; Pombal Jr. et al. 2012; Teixeira Jr. et al. 2012) and flora (e.g. Ribeiro et al. 2008; Rapini et al. 2012) . The occurrence of this new species in Chapada Diamantina reinforces the biological importance of this region from a conservational perspective.
Specimens of C. diamantina were identified as C. flavolineatus in biological collections revealing that the specific limits of the later taxon have been overestimated, hindering the knowledge of the new species. The recognition and delimitation of species representing unique evolving metapopulation lineages is fundamental in light of the current biodiversity crisis and taxonomic impediment (Wilson 1985; De Queiroz 2007; Carvalho et al. 2007; Dubois 2008) . However, the recognition of such lineages with available information (e.g. ecological, historical, molecular, morphological, etc.) remains a challenge (Wiens & Servedio 2000; Sites & Marshall 2004 ). This issue is particularly important considering taxa described based on few specimens and/or with diagnostic characters apparently very conspicuous. Frequently these taxa may actually represent species complexes, weakening the diagnosis of species already described and hindering the recognition of cryptic species (Bickford et al. 2006; Franco et al. 2007; Henderson et al. 2009) .
Chironius flavolineatus meets these requirements and the description of C. diamantina reinforces the need for detailed taxonomic revisions including different sources of characters in order to improve the recognition of distinct evolutionary lineages, especially those involving taxa distributed in poorly sampled regions, such as Chapada Diamantina. Finally, Wheeler & Platnick (2000) argue that hypotheses in several areas (e.g. ecology, physiology, and comparative morphology) should not be proposed if delimitation of species, as the fundamental unity of the study, is not clearly defined. Therefore, efforts must be directed to the production of accurate and fast descriptions of biodiversity, enabling improvement of results in different fields of scientific researches.
